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During the election
process the contestants
keep on occupied in
counting of probable
votes and devising all kind
of strategies which help in
visualizing heavier weight.
The contestants are hardly on the line of in-
visioning development of their
constituency. In normal course, a member
of parliament is supposed to deliver on two
fronts; first contributing in development of
the constituency and second contributing
in nation building through deliberations in
the parliament. Having given highest status
in the Indian democracy to legislate various
aspects, unfortunately, there is no formal
selection process based on competency
mapping. Unlike the bureaucrats who
undergo rigorous selection and training
process after obtaining minimum eligibility
qualifications; the people going to rule the
country are exempted from everything.
Anyone can win elections based on
influence irrespective of education
background and proven track record. There
are three pillars of democracy i.e.
Legislative, Executive judiciary. The
selection process of the later two is more
systematic and outcome oriented.
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Whereas the same for
electing people to
exercise the highest
powers is left on the
biggest selection
panel comprising all
adultsi.e.voters. And
the results have been
before us for the last
seventy years. The
constitutional arrangement proves to be ill
democratic for the following reasons.

First of all, it gives right to elect anyone
of one’s choice s.e. means ultimate
authority which is always dangerous. No
one should be vested with the ultimate
authority which creates many voices.

Secondly, it does not have provision to
amend the mistake if the selection proves
to be wrong. A citizen is bound to live with
their committed mistakes until next
elections. Whereas there could have the
provision of Right to Recall if the candidate
does not prove to be worth.

Thirdly, there is no prescribed way of
identifying capabilities, intentions and
dynamism of the candidates before mass
polling. Hence, vacuum of short listing
process.

Fourth lies at the level of public-people
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who simply take the agenda of the political
parties for granted. There is no culture of
asking every contestant to come up with
the respective developmental and political
vision.

Fifth again lies at the end of the public,
who does not ask for the outcome of the
past tenure in case of repeating candidate.
Many of the MPs do not even spend the M P
led fund and the question of mobilizing
additional funds remains far away. We can
at least, publically know from the
candidates about their vision, likely
priorities and commitments before the
election date is near. This may gradually
help inculcating the sense of accountability
and expected dynamism amongst the
prospective parliamentarians.

L\ r.L.C. Sharma
Editor in Chief
Mob.94180 14761, md@iirdshimla.org

CHASING DOWN 370 IN WORLD CUP

More than a call for self-determination
or resolving territory dispute, Kashmir
issue is an ideological and
psychological warfare. | can agree with
Arnab Goswami on anything but his
stand on cricket with Pakistan in 2019
World Cup. How can we refuse to play a
league match in world cup with
Pakistan? Do we have other ways to
show solidarity for Pulwama martyrs of CRPF? India not
playing will only help Pakistan secure two valuable points
with fair chances for them to qualify to play quarterfinals.
Will we love Pakistan get benefitted by our foolishness? Who
can possibly allow India not taking on and beating Pakistan in
world cup? Tukde-tukde gang, Pakistan Team, terrorists,
Kashmiri separatists, Pakistan sympathisers in India and
above all Imran Khan for sure will hate to take on a mighty
side like India. Imran Khan can be greatest political fool but
has a very smart cricketing brain. With their worst team
imaginably ever, Pakistanis are having worst nightmares
taking on arguably the world's best side, India. Not playing a
match against Pakistan will only be India's playing for
Pakistan. Anger spoils reasoning and extreme anger spoils it
absolutely.

Ofcourse Indian players will be under tremendous
pressure taking on Pakistan , especially after recent
developments in our relations with one time most favoured
nation. But this is time we test those who we elevate to
images of superheroes. Indian team will be under pressure,
no doubt; despite our being one of the mightiest sides of
world, India should not giveaway an opportunity to
archrivals saving them count those unbearable long hours of
sleepless nights. With this, Indian cricket side not playing
Pakistan will be as if Mike Tyson is denied an opportunity
knock college champion out or Brazil denied kick teams like
Nepal or Myanmar out of FIFA world cup. India plays cricket
asagame with any other team but Indo-Pak cricket is nothing
less than a war separating two sides by 22 yards' LOC.

Cricket match neither cause any collateral damage

nor win territories but of course help register a psychological
edge and advantage over rival nation. Again this is ironical
that ever since Indian cricket team started dominating world
cricket, India banned all bilateral cricket series with Pakistan.
On the contrary last few decades would have been an ideal
time to better our records against Pakistan.

Now let us reverse the scenario and considering we
do not play against Pakistan, they will be benefitted not only
in earning those two valuable points but who knows India
with one minor upset in league matches fail to make it for
second round? Let us take it further and imagine a situation
where both, India and Pakistan make it for next levels and
have to play in semis or finals against each other. Can we say
'no’' if that be a knock out? Will we play against Pakistan in
finals or giveaway World Cup without contesting?
Considering all this, not taking on Pakistan appears just to be
anironical and insane idea. Yes, there can be thousand other
ways to isolate Pakistan globally, be that diplomatic or
military action but not playing cricket is madness without
method.

Ideally, India should have put enough pressure on
ICC to expel Pakistan from participating international cricket
in all formats. Why can India not stay out of tournament and
bycott cricket completely, say; for few years? ICC generates
roughly 80% of its revenue from BCCl and they, along with
sports channels canill-afford ignore a cricket crazy nation like
India comprising 100 million or more audience. BCCI will
definitely detest all this boycott and banning cricket. They
are money making machines and hardly care about country.
Gamblers must be put under scanner now and they must
know how to behave in situations like these. Yet the fact is,
we have failed to figure out all these possibilities in advance
or have voluntarily ignored and sacrificed nationalism for
cricket.

Not playing a match at early stage of tournament is
nothing more than a sub-continental widow wail. Either
boycott completely or let our cricket heroes deliver more
than their best if any other superlative could manifest the
anticipations of Indians. Cricketers make huge fortunes

particularly in india by playing and enjoy living luxurious lives
get very rarely in situations where they could feel the horror
of ordinary life of an ordinary man by just losing a cricket
match. The feeling and fear of losing a league match against
Pakistan must be more humiliating and suffocating than
being beaten by Afghanistan or Zimbabwe in the world cup
finals. Apparently same applies for Pakistani team, though
will be under less stress for their being a weaker side but
momentarily a miracle will be expected by Pakistanis before
TV sets are broken in wrath. But real test of nerves will be
moment flight lands at Pakistani airport once tournament is
over, which is why India must make Pakistan team most
uncomfortable entering Islamabad or Karachi having
extremists and radical natives for their welcome will be
fitting tribute by Indian cricket team to hundreds and
thousands of sacrifices by our defence forces.

Not playing just for registering a protest against
Pakistan in world cup will only damage us since no other
country can experience the anger or anguish we have been
subjected to. | take this for an opportunity to completely
decimate Pak team irrecoverably. Recent reactions from |0OC
already started to reflect that we may isolate ourselves more
than we succeed in cornering Pakistan globally. We must
foresee and take account of every possible reaction by world
community and avoid a knee jerk action which could
boomerangto our disadvantage.

Days for cricket diplomacy and 'aman kee asha' no
doubt are over. For corporates like BCCI, national interest can
never be a priority over money. Cricket can be used as a
handy tool by India for its dominance in ICC and in order to
exploit this advantage in our favour, government of India first
of all must take over BCCl so that fitting decisions are taken in
national interest once situation arises. But that can be
achieved only if India raises the cost for its availability. World
cricket can not survive without India and let ICC make a
choice between India and Pakistan. Boycotting a match or
two will yield nothing so we must act prudently next time
and make world community force terror sponsor country out

of cricket world. Kamlesh Sharma, Shimla (HP)

(Guest Writer) 9817540956
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